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3 Named to House Committee 

Influence 




By Charles B. Babcock 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

An internal House investigation of 
alleged South Korean influence-buy- 
ing, in Congress took a step forward 
yesterday when the Democratic steer- 
ing committee approved Speaker 
Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr.’s personal 
choices to fill three vacancies on the 
House ethics committee. 

Reps. Lee Hamilton of Indiana, 
Richardson Preyer of North Carolina 
and Walter Flowers of Alabama were 
picked to replace retting Rep. F. Ed- 
ward Hebert of Louisiana, and Reps. 
Thomas Foley of Washington and Mel- 
vin Price of Illinois, who both stepped 
down because of their duties as chair- 
men of other committees. 

Rep. Millicent Fenwick of New r Jer- 
sey had been picked earlier to fill the 
lone Republican vacancy on the 12- 
member panel. 

Rep. John J. FJynt (D-Ga.), chair- 
man of the committee which has of- 
ten been criticized for failing to ac- 
tively pursue allegations of miscon- 
duct by members, said yesterday that 
he was “thrilled^’ with O’Neill’s selec- 
tions. 

“I gave the speaker a sort of wish 
list last week of my recommendations 
for new members and all three of 
them were on it,” he said. “I’m anx- 
ious now to get the committee organ- 
ized so we can begin our work.” 

A public clamor for the ethics com- 
mittee investigation followed newspa- 
per reports last fall that South Ko- 
rean President Park Chung Hee per- 
sonally directed an elaborate lobbying 
effort in which members of Congress 
were given gifts and cash totaling 


hundreds of thousands of dollars a 
year. 

At least 20 present and former 
members of the House are known to 
be under Justice Department scrutiny 
because of their ties to the Korean 
lobby. 

t O’Neill’s choices for the committee 
vacancies were viewed as an early test 
of his willingness to back up his oft- 
repeated promise to press for a 
stricter code of ethics for House mem- 
bers. * T N 

Early responses to his selections 
were overwhelmingly favorable. Fred 
Wertheimer, vice president of Com- 
mon Cause, the government reform 
lobby, said, “Tip O’Neill deserves a 
lot of credit; They’re very impressive 
choices.” 

Rep. Floyd Spence (R-S.C.), the 
ranking minority member, said yester- 
day, “I’m pleased with all of them. 
They have good reputations from all 
quarters.” 

All three new members said O’Neill 
asked them personally on Wednesday 
to serve on the committee. 

Hamilton is a member of the House 
International Relations committee, ! 
which also is considering an investiga- 
tion of the South Korean affair* He 
also is a member of a special commis- 
sion now working on recommenda- 
tions for tightening the ethical stand- 
ards of the House. 

The other two Democratic newcom- 
ers also have had recent experience 
with House rules of conduct. Preyer, a 
former federal judge, said yesterday, 

“I guess we're on some sort of binge 
on ethics.” 

O’Neill already had tapped Preyer 
to head a sepciai ethics committee to 


write a new code of public conduct for 
the House. 

Flowers, who as a southern conserv- 
ative, was considered a pivotal figure 
^when he voted for the impeachment 
of Richard Nixon in the House Judici- 
ary Committee in 1974, is chairman of 
a subcommittee that considered 
stronger financial disclosure and lob- 
bying bills in the last session. 

He also had a brush with impro- 
priety himself last year when he was 
named in news accounts as among 
members who charged the House for 
auto mileage wnen they took less ex- 
pensive flights home to their districts. 
He reimbursed the House more than 
$600 after a ruling that the practice 
was improper. But the Department of 
Justice took no action against any of 
the members involved. 

New committee members and chair- 
men must be approved by tte Demo- 
cratic caucus and the full House next 
week before the ethics committee can 
formally organize for the investiga- 
tion. 
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